Physics 430 – Winter 2010 – Reading Quiz for Lab 2
Name: _________________________________

Each question is worth 5 points

1. Are you physically present in the lab right now? 
(Circle one)    Yes     No

2. Did you do the reading assignment for today? 
(Circle one)    Yes     No

(Typically this means at least 20 minutes looking over the assigned laboratory.)

3. Last week the lab discussed various methods to approximate the first derivative of a function using points on a grid. Use one of those methods (you can consult your manual briefly if need be) to write down a “finite-difference approximation” to the differential equation, 
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on a grid with total number of points N and grid spacing h. As necessary, label the jth grid point as xj; label the function value at that point, f(xj), as fj.
4. In the equation that you just wrote down, how many equations are really represented?
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