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1. General: Skills/Salaries 
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Most of the information is from the American Institute of Physics, 
https://www.aip.org/statistics.  
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https://www.aip.org/statistics


Physics

http://webster.aip.org/careersvc/pify/indigo.html



CNN 2013 
lowest 
unemployment

Take this kind of ranking 
with a “grain of salt”.  But 
unemployment is low 
among physicists and 
astronomers.

http://money.cnn.com/2013/01/04/news/economy/jobs-lowest-unemployment/index.html

(probably PhD)



Average MCAT scores 2012

https://www.aip.org/sites/default/files/statistics/undergrad/mcat-lsat1.pdf



Average LSAT scores 2012

https://www.aip.org/sites/default/files/statistics/undergrad/mcat-lsat1.pdf



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors

Engineering = 
36% of Physics 
BS grads

CS/IT = 23% of 
Physics BS grads



https://www.aip.org/statistics/physics-trends/skills-phds-use-regularly



Private Sector Salaries

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/salaries

Starting Salaries Mid-Career Salaries



B.S. Physics Career Statistics

Includes Physics, Applied Physics, Physics-
Astronomy, and Teaching majors



Physics

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/
bachelors

Astronomy

51%

54%



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



~54% go to grad school, what do they study?

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



Of those who are employed…

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



Common Job Titles, Physics B.S.
 Engineering

 Systems Engineer
 Electrical Engineer
 Design Engineer
 Mechanical Engineer
 Project Engineer
 Optical Engineer
 Manufacturing Engineer
 Manufacturing 

Technician
 Laser Engineer
 Associate Engineer
 Application Engineer
 Development Engineer
 Engineering Technician
 Field Engineer
 Process Engineer
 Process Technician

 Product Engineer
 Product Manager
 Research Engineer
 Test Engineer
 General Engineer
 Technical Services 

Engineer

 Computer 
Hardware/Software
 Software Engineer
 Programmer
 Web Developer
 IT Consultant
 Systems Analyst
 Technical Support Staff
 Analyst

 Education
 High School Physics 

Teacher
 High School Science 

Teacher
 Middle School Science 

Teacher

 Research and 
Technical
 Research Assistant
 Research Associate
 Research Technician
 Lab Technician
 Lab Assistant
 Accelerator Operator
 Physical Sciences 

Technician

https://www.aip.org/statistics/common-job-titles-physics-bachelors



Why should I major in physics if so few 
job titles include the word physics?

 “Many students study physics because they enjoy it, and they find 
that physics is exciting and intellectually stimulating.  A physics 
education provides a unique way of looking at problems that many 
employers value, a marketable set of skills, and foundational 
knowledge on which it is easy to build new knowledge as one’s 
career evolves over time.”

 “You should also know that physics bachelor’s who get hired into 
positions with engineering or computer science job titles get paid the 
same salary as those who earned bachelor’s degrees in those fields.  
A physics degree tells a prospective employer that you are a person 
who has the background, knowledge and drive to succeed in broad 
range of scientific or technical fields.”

https://www.aip.org/statistics/common-job-titles-physics-bachelors



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/salaries

Wide range of salaries 
for physicists probably 
because physicists are 
prepared to work in a wide 
range of fields.  



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors

Physics

Astronomy

(“typical” means the middle 50%, i.e. 
between the 25th and 75th percentiles)



https://www.bcgperspectives.com/content/articles/human_resources_leadership_decoding_global_talent/

“Happiness on the job: Ranking 26 factors”
(Boston Consulting Group global survey, not just physics)



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/
bachelors

Job satisfaction: 
B.S., Private sector 
STEM

B.S., Private sector 
non-STEM 



Job satisfaction:
B.S., Government/National Labs

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



Job satisfaction:
B.S., Colleges/Universities

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



Job satisfaction:
B.S., Military

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



Job satisfaction:
High school teaching

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/bachelors



Physics teachers teaching more physics

https://www.aip.org/sites/default/files/statistics/
highschool/hs-whoteaches-13.pdf



M.S. Physics Career Statistics



Master’s degree in Physics

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/masters



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/masters



Of those who are employed…

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/masters



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/masters

(“typical” means the middle 50%, i.e. between 
the 25th and 75th percentiles)



Ph.D. Physics Career Statistics



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/phds

PhDs in Physics: What areas?



https://www.aip.org/statistics/graduate/student-support



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/phds



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/phds



https://www.aip.org/statistics/employment/salaries

Starting salaries for Physics PhDs

(“typical” means the middle 50%, i.e. between 
the 25th and 75th percentiles)



https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/phds



Why a postdoc?

https://www.aip.org/statistics/data/employment/phds



Private email from AIP



https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/employment
(https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/common-careers-physicists-private-sector)

Private sector PhDs, mid-career



https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/employment
(https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/common-careers-physicists-private-sector)

Private sector PhDs, mid-career



https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/employment
(https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/common-careers-physicists-private-sector)

Job Titles (Private sector PhDs, mid-career)



https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/employment
(https://www.aip.org/statistics/reports/common-careers-physicists-private-sector)

All PhDs, mid-career
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